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ARE YOU READY TO DIE? 


« Therefore be ye also ready ; for in-8uch an hour as ye 
think not, tho Bon of man cometh. meth,* Matt. xxiv. 44. 


This portion of our- Lord's instruction, claims | alarm 
particular © pt on account of its frequent erro-| cial 
a 0) (op 


It is generally applied to 
| 8 attending afoturs world. 
pr: -fanarel addons or prayer by 
popular elergy, in. which these words are not 
introduced, at least, once, and frequently eeveral | 
inpos, A Fu "_P _—_ attention a he 
ave fallen ben yes 0 tenth, 
living are addressed in the 
©Be ye also ready : for in guch an ag as ye think 
not, the 8on'of man cometh. Our divines address | pleg—it 
the people most tically on this subject ol. 
ing—your friex {dots relatives—your n 
bors are called from rouhey « by death ; they, 
one after another, fall around you—800n it 
your turn to go— Be ye also ready '—ready to 
Go-wiogey: [yg dow judge—ready ' for j 
otrongly that 


ment. urged d we 
not © Tho we way gr comes to remov® us 


from earth, to meet our judge and the awful real- 
ities of eternity, the consequences would be-most 
disastrqus. 2 are told that it is- the first and 
last duty of human beings to be ready to die and 
meet our great judge. by. 7s those, who jell us 
these things, visit the sick, their first questions 
are—* Are you ed to die?? Are you ready 
to meet, your ?? 'The design of these ques- 

tions is to alarm and terrify those who are ques- 
: Lojogr-Wh o fas bo the belief at, 80mMe 7 flow, on th 


Ys 


ir danger, had given them ry notice © 

it. 'Those who discover their danger, the people 

guppose, know, how. it. can. be .ayoided, and are 
therefore ready to follow their 

object of 94g who-occasioned the.alarm is now 

answered. . Their-rules of feith, AC 5 the only 

cepted as the onl 
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|ed at the expense of human ha ; and 
frightful orations—when 


the text— | d 


{nd pag ap pr 


_ [No.9 


and thoso who pon as tl eoncernin the 

goodness as they do concerning 
ception of man ; these are the terror etricken vie- 
tims—and the laurels which [the labors of 
res and adorn the terror made re- 
. h wreaths of glory are always gather- 
no 
withering . no blighting w was ever 
fatal in the vegeta rdom, than these 
d glories are, in the kingdom of 80- 

e and domextic felicity. 

Reader, whenever our text has been wove into 
ly: death and s8cenes 
of eternity haye been as the era of its 
fulfilment—it has been wre from its. original 
import—and the intention of its boly author, gross- 
ly was ns It was not gpoken with the least 
reference to death, or to any i: beyond 


more 


eath., 
The-text was 8poken by our Lord to bis disci- 


ples—it was ena ies which prtioaenty COn- 
cerned them —<Be Y youny does 
the word * als»? rotor? It = 


hose house broken b thi ro 
W was up by a bief beounss 
this 8ynilitud the dieciplos hen we te 
@, were 

- | the propriety of watching, that they might be ready 
for the Lord's coming. The thief.came in #n 
unlooked for hour—80 *in guch an hour-as ye. 
think not, the Son of man 4+ 9-40 Watchful- 
ness is here enjoined de. wa disciples, as the 

unknown, i wy event to which 
he alluded would 2ake place, di "erg Hen _ 
* But of -that day and hour knoweth 
not the angels of heaven, but my Fa 
Hence it was. nece to ma_ed 
would come. 8s a thief in. the 


The} i 


by thousands—the diciples 
flee out of Judew into- the mountaing— 
agunder—di 


in 80 doing, were \not cut- d not 
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have their portion among the hypocrites, where 
there was whom CT of teeth, The 
hypocrites were'cut. —did weep and gnash 


their teeth in the streets' of unfortunate Jerusa-| 


lem, and the disciples of our Lord would have 
met the same fate, had they not been obedient to 
the instructions of their Master, and through 
watchfulness had been ready to escape the ruin 
which, in a day, unexpected, overwhelmed their 
wretched countrymen and proudest city, in une- 
qualled misery and most melancholy ruin. 

You learn that this passage was addressed to 
people who lived eighteen hundred years ago— 
and that it concerned 'eyents which in that gene- 
ration transpired ; its meaning is therefore totally 
perverted when it is applied to our death, or the 
concerns of a future world. 'Those to whom it 
was gpoken were cautioned to be ready—ready 
for what? Ready to die? Ready to go into a 
future world "and meet their Lord ? © No, but 


, ready for the Lord's coming to them in this world ; 


ready to flee at his approach from Judea into the 
mountains. Tt is a remarkable circumstance that 
those passages, 'which are generally chosen to 
prove that we must die, and go into another world 
to meet our Lord and judge, almost invariably 
gpeak of his © coming *—not of our dying,. or our 

| We do not suppose he would come into 
this world, unless mankind were here, to require 
his coming. 'This is the difference between the 
language of men and that of sacred truth, or this 
gubject. When they speak of judgment they 
gpeak of. our going to it, when the sacred writers 
mention it they speak of our Lord's coming to 
judgment, and while on earth he 8aid— For judg- 
ment, I am come into this world.” Our Lord was 
careful to inform some that they should not die be- 
fore he should come, and reward every man ac- 
cording to his works, Matt. xvi. 27, 28. Circum- 
stantial accounts of our Lord's coming to destroy 
Jerusalem, are found in the chapter where the 
text is recorded, and in the xxist. of Luke. It is 
astonighing how eagerly everything is grasped 
at, in the present day, which cap be used to alarm 
the qe ne Under the cover of religion, these 
attacks are the most snccessfully made.' With 
avidity the word of God is dragged into the 8er- 
vice of terror, things belonging to time are refer- 
red to eternity—dispensations whictfare designed 
to manifest the love of God, are 80 managed as 


| was evidently more concerned that they were 
not ready .to live. He was never known to ask 
people if they were to die? ready to meet 
their Judge - ready for.the solemn retributions of 
eternity? This is new language. Our Lord was 
frequently with the sick, but was never known to 
ask either of these questions—he was frequently 
with mourners, but neyer manifested any concern 
on these 8ubjects. 

He-'raised Lazarus, the widow's 8on, and the 
daughter of Jairus, from the dead ;—why ? _ Not 
because they died before they were ready—but to 
manifest his power and to. comfort those who 
mourned. He did not improve these occasions to 
expostulate with the multitudes which attended, 
by telling them that there” was great danger of 
their dying before they were ready—and that 
should this be the case, their fate would be unend- 
ing wo. If he believed in such things, how could 
he have neglected naming them on s8uch unportant 
occasions ? When he 8aw the eick verging on 
eternity, how could that faithful herald of heaven, 
that pattern for us to follow, neglect to caution 
the sick to make their peace with God, not to sin 
away the day of grace, but to prepare- for death, 
judgment, and eternity ?- 'There isone thing very 
certain, and that is, had snch inquiries and cautions 
been necessary, the Lord Jesus would not have 
neglected them. 

The common idea is that we must be holy, that 
we may be ready to die, but the truth 1s, holiness 
makes -its. pos8ess80r ready to live—hve soberly, 
| righteously and godly in the present world. Vice 
is much more 8uccessful in making people ready 
| to die, There are now; in the world, thousands 
whom intemperance has made ready to die, There 
are other thousands, who stand totfering on the 
brink of death, who are the victims of other vices. 
All-die, and at the time for which God prepares 
them. It 1s a great thing to die—but greater to 
live ;—it 18 therefore of the most importance to 
be ready to live. | . 
 'The blessed Jens 8ays—* Man 8hall not live b 
bread alone, but by every word which proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God. By this we: perceive 
that we should receive the words-of God, that we 
may live—not' that we may be ready to die. 
Again, our Lord 8ays— He that heareth m 
word, and; believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condem- 


- oP the language of wrath—and the name of nation ; butais passed from death unto life.” See 
0 


is pronounced in 8uch awful accents, that the 


John v. 24. 'This proves that kearing and believ- 


crush of worlds and the,whole fabled legions of | ing in the divine testimony, are not designed to 


hell, let looge upon the people, would not affright 
them more. Th, 
Reader, our Lord has never intimated that there 
is much for us to do, to be prepared or ready to 
die. If you have attended to the 8nbject proper- 
ly, you have discovered that his instructions are 
more designed to prepare and make us ready te 
live, rather than to die. A few hours of distress- 
go fm 2s a 8hort season of excruciating pain 
goon make us. both ready and willing to die. 
'The great object is to be ready to live as we 
ought—as our God hag*commanded, and as our 


 happiness requires. For this reason our Lord 


came—came *to deliver those who 
death, were all their lifetime gubject to bondage.” He 
did not endeavor to incrense their feats of death, 
by telling them they were not ready to die—but 


endeavored to remove their fears of death. He 


make us ready to die, as 80me guppose, but they 
cause us to'* pass from death unto life.” *'The 
apostle 8ays if we love life and would 8ee good 
days, we: must refrain our tongues from evil-— 
speak no guile with our li void evil and do 

ood. See 1, Peter iii. 10. This direction is 

esigned, not to minke us ready to die—but to 
live and see good da' 


days. * Children are commanded 
21 father and mother, that their days 
may be long upon earth. , Ex. xx. 12, An at- 
tention to this command is required .not to make 
children ready to die—but to live long upon earth. 

 Wisdom is but another name for religion, and 


through fear of | the wise man represents wisdom'as having length 


of days in her right hand—riches 'and honor in 
her left; while he represents folly as —_ her 


miserable captives down to the gates of dea 
If we pursue this inquiry to any length we please, 


we shall find the great design of the L—of 
the sacred teachings of the Lord J was to 
pare man-for life—for- a quiet, peaceable life, 

ence, the Savior sayg—* Lear of me and ye 
8hall find rest unto your 8ouls; and the apostle 
Say We which have beheved do enter into 
rest. 4 

Reader,. do not mistake us on these gub- 
jects. We beheve, there is a judgment,” as sta- 
ted in Job xix. 27. We believe that it shall be 
executed in the earth, as stated in Jer. xxiii. 5. 
In regard to our heayenly Father, we believe— 
iVerily | 
_ 8tated in Ps. Ivii. 11. As God judges and exe- 
cutes judgment in the earth—we beheve *that the 
righteous 8hall be recompensed in the earth, 
much more the wicked and the sinner'—as. de- 
clared in Proy. xi. 31. Are you ready to meet your 
judge'on earth ? | Are you ready to receive in his 
earthly dispensations according as you haye done 
whether good or bad? 'The evils which have 
come upon others may come upon you, unless you 
. are prepared by - virtuous, holy lives, to receive 
the just recompense- Which God renders to all 
his children. 'The way to be ready, is to obey 
the divine laws. *This do, and thou halt live.” 
Adam and Eve; Cain; the antideluvians; Sodom- 
ites ; Pharaoh and his hosts; Korah ; Dathan and 
Abiram ; Babylon, Nineveh, and Jerusalem, were 
all judged in the earth; and as they had done, 80 
God requited them. They were not in a desi- 
rable readiness to meet their judge. Instead of 
being approved they were condemned, and mise- 
ries according to their guilt came upon them. 

| Noah, Lot, Moses, Samuel, and others whose 
history adorns the Old 'Testament, and the disci- 
ples, whose lives are recorded in the New, were 
ready, by an habitual attention to their various 
duties, to stand in the. presence of their all.seeing 
judge ; and being found faithfil, they were appro- 
ved and escaped the miseries ' which came upon 
their less fortunate cotemporaries. | 

Is desjirable, when called upon to die, to be 
able to look back upon. well spent lives ;—the re- 
view will be satisfactory, and wry ann. This ad- 
vantage, though important in our last hour, is not 
to be compared to that rich income of happiness 
which the good man enjoys, daily, in the discharge 
of a virtuous life. A good life is a nappy one, 
'The death of a good man is like his life, calm, re- 
signed, and happy. 'The death of the vicious 1s 
| like their lives—filled with bitter remorse, and ag- 
onizing misery. If we would be prepared and 
ready to die, we 8hould be prepared and ready to 
live. And the 
ready to live ? 
we improve the moments as'they pass in the best 
poonikifh manner? © Do you wish to know how to 
live? Goto the Bible; let that teach you. Go, 
ask wisdom of the Lord Joſh FEke is *the way 
the truth and the life.” Go to work and render 
yourselves happy—and of one thing you may be 
very certain, i. e. what affords you 8 tial hap-. 
piness in life, will not trouble you in death. Divine 
truth as8erts—* godl[t is 2 'There is 
no long AI tedious delay, between the 
Prone——wos iness and the enjoyment of its pro- 

s hat 
possess, to render it worthy the attention of the 


aged and young? *It is h.25-"Ig 
Love God, and keep his commandments ;—this 
is the whole duty of man. B, W. 


avant: piteragon pi can 


he is a God that judgeth in the earth'—as | ga 


G7 


Man's STaT® anD ConpDition ayTER Drarn. 


= IiPrelation to the state and condition of man 
after death, all our readers know, various and con- 
flicting opinions have been held. For a long time 
however, the prevalent and generally received 
opinion has been, that as s00n as the soul or spirit 
is 8eparated from the body, it is immediately: ad- 
mitted- to the joys of heaven, or doomed to the 
interminable pains of hell. It has indeed been 
admitted, that the spirits of all men—of the wick- 
ed as well as the righteous—return-to God who 
ve them, .when the dust returns to the earth as 
it was; but only return to Him to receive their 
final 8entence.” Hence Dr. Watt's says, 


© Behold the aged sinner goes, 

Laden with guilt and heavy woes, 

Down to the regions of the dead, 

With endless curses on his head. | 

The dust returns to dust again; 

The soul; in agonies of pain, 

Ascends to God; not there to dwell, 
But hears her doom, and sinks to Hell.” 


It has been the common opinion—and is, doubt- 
less, the opinjon of many now—that as soon as . 
the body dies, the soul ascends to God, receives 
its 8entence, and enters immediately the manszons 
of the blessed, or sinks down to the dark and dis- 
mal regions of the damned. But upon what evi- 
dence this opinion rests, we are not able to say. 
Certain we are, however, that it does not.rest 
upon evidence drawn from the scriptures. 

The opinion that, in the invisible world, there 


are two distinct and separate places for the souls 


of men, the one called Heaven and the other Hell, 
we are aware, is generally received. But does 
this opinion derive any 8wpport from the scnp- 
tures? We think not. e have indeed often 
been told of persons, who profess to have geen 
those places, and to haye had occular demonstra- 
tion of their existence. Dante, a celebrated Ttal- 
ian Poet, in a work merely imaginary, professes 
to have travelled, in company with a heathen 
Poet, whom he met there, far and wide, m the 
*realm of shadowsy? and has seen fit to reveal 
what he there 8aw and heard. 'He has given us a 
very minute and detailed account of what 1s go- 
ing on in the other world; and has even, laid be- 
fore us the yery words, which, as he assures us, are 
inscribed on the gate of Hell. They are these. 


ug 


of woz 


at-question should be—are we |. 3 
o we make the best of life? Do} 


All hope abandon, ye who eater here.” 


But, according to his own story, Dante was per- 
mitted to through the infernal and visit 
all the 1 regions,. and hold converse 
with infernal spirits, and yet, we afterwards find 
him inthe highest Heaven, conversing with the 
saints, and with the Deity himself, by whom: all 

is doubts, respecting the union of the soul and 
body, the nature. of vows, of free will, and other 
intricate points, were removed.  *But,” as « good 
writer pertinently remarks, * whether he has satis- 
fied the minds of all his readers, on these obscure 


topics, may, of course, be” doubted. However, 


nA : > ox : 
: : EU _ ; 


<a con adwnc HH OTXx;. woo © 


Soom 


a it.) ah arts. a>. Lat er ati ii. ac. £ 


_ tinctly to state, that the only conclusive and s8atis- 
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we are perfectly satisfied that no stronger evi- 
dence 4) be T ASLET. than what Dante, has 
brought forward, to prove the existence of two! 
guch places, in the invisible world, as Heaven and 
Hell. We-are quite sure, that no evidence of 
their existence can be brought- from the sacred 
volume. « 

The reader will then ask—if these popular and 
prevalent opinions are unfounded in scripture, 
what will be the state and condition of man after 
_ To this question we may now briefly at- 
tend. 

In the outset, however, we deem it proper dis- 


factory evidence which we are able to bring for- 
ward, in relation to this question, must be drawn 
from the book of revelation, We may indeed rea- 
80n upon the gubject, and draw 'some fair and 
plausible inferences, and deduce '8omething from 
the doctrine of correspondencies, and learn a little 
from the nature and appearance of things; but, after 
all, the scriptures must decide the question. And 
what do the pris pen 8ay? 'They plainly assure 
us, that we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last truamp.* But here' the questions 
will arise, changed from what? - And to what ? 
And these questions will induce other questions. 
What are we here? What shall we be here- 
after? Let the scriptures' answer. The trum- 
pet shall s8ound, and the dead shall be raised incor- 
ruptible, and we shall be changed.” It need not 
be 8aid that in this world, we are mortal, corrupti- 
ble -beings: alas! every day teaches. us that we 
are of the earth earthy ; that we are frail, depend- 
ent creatures; that our days are numbered, our 
years as « tale that is.told. But the volume of in- 
gpiration assures us, that *as we have: borne the 
__ of the 'earthly, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly ; that * this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this-mortal must put on 1m- 
mortality.' Here, then, we rest. If, in the resur- 
rection 8tate, we are to be clothed with immor- 
tality, then we shall have triumphed over death; 
and if we are to be raised incorruptible, then -sin 
and 8uffering must ,come to an everlasting end. 
Only -let us be assured that we are to be raisged 
immortal and incorruptible, and we have the per- 
fect assurance of eternal happiness. From the 
moment of our change, our resurrection, from that 
very moment we must be happy; for all that 
causes and constitutes our misery, from that ve 

moment, will cease to exist. Immortality wi 

provinle the possibility of death, and incorrupti- 


iity will put an end to sin' and euffering, in all |- 


their forms. / In the present world, the imperfec- 
tion of our constitutional organization causes phys- 
ical pain, and x) fro pain eventually causes 
death ; the corruptibility of our present natures 
causes 8in, and 8m causes mental suffering ; but 
none of these causes will exist in the other state. 
It then follows, as a nec consequence, that 
endless life and happiness will be enjoyed by all 
created beings, after the resurrection shall hows 


taken place. We 8ee no way to avoid this conelu- | 


810n ; and as it perfectly accords with our strongest« 
desires, and meets our utmost wishes, we are not 
digsposed to 8eek for one. | 

er arguments, bearing upon the - question 
we are con&idering, of a nature ad -abnctctos 


from the 8criptures, did 
do 80. But, not wi 
merely refer the reader 
Savior with the Saduons, 


regurrection; and beg them to 


read, 
critically, the whole of the 15th Chapter of St. 


Paul's 1st Epistle to the Corinthians, We think 
they will be convinced, by the examination, that 
the happiness of the future world will depend en- 
tirely upon the change, which the resurrection will 
effect, in our constitutional organization. In « fu- 
ture paper however, perhaps we may make a few 
more remarks on this, to u s, important and inter- 
esting 8ubject. | C. 6G. 


BRIEF BXPOSITOR. No. 3. + 
* But I 8ay unto you, that whosoever is angry with his 


brother without a cause, shall be in of t: 
and whoever ahall say to his es, neo im 


danger of the council 3 but whosoever ball say, thou 

fool, shall be danger of bell fire.” Matt. v. 22. 

In tfese words there is nothing difficult to be 
understood, by those who are acquainted with the 
Jewish laws and customs. * There- are here, three 
crimes mentioned, rising one above another in the 
scale of guilt, and to each offence the punishment 
is we Sn te regular gradation. - 'There are three 
different offences: and three different punish- 
ments annexed. 'Phe first offence 1s that of being 
angry with a brother without any just and reagon- 
able provocation. 'The one who did this, was in 
danger of the judgment; that is, to have the affair 
carried before a senate, composed of twenty three 

' , whose business it was to judge in 
cases of murder and other offences of & criminal 
On. wo 2-1 _ y_ of puni crimi- 
nals by strangling or _—_ m. 

The next Ss was that of 8aying to a broth- 
er, Raca,—that is, a vain fellow, ehall ow brains. 
The one who- did this, was in danger of the-council; 
that is, of the famous council, known among the 
Jews by the name Sankedrin. It consisted of Sev- 
enty two elders--siz chosen out of each tribe. This 
grand Sankedrin not only received appeals from 
the inferior Sankedrns, or the court of twenty three 
which we have before mentioned, but could alone 
take cognizance, in the firet instance, of the high- 
est, crimes, and alone inflict the punish- 
ment, of stoning. 'The ent, or the court of 
twenty three was an inferior tribunal, -and from 
this court appeals could be made to this council 
or Superior court of _ two, from whose de- 
cislon there was no appeal, but they could at once 
dictate the punishment due the greatest offence. 

The third rd and last offence mentioned in the 


ras punished by cut- 

of the ; who as this- 

ing into his mouth & hot iron, 

adth. Those who should be 

ilty of this offence our Lord threatens with hell 
re. The Greek word which is here translated 


hell is Gekenna, which always m the Valley 
of the Son of Hinnom. It is derived from two 


aimilar to the ons just noticed, might be drawn | Hobrow words, Gki and Hinom 7 and although 


frequetitly found in the Grook Toata- 


vers1on. 
than the valley of 
gal where the 


" were prac- 
pass | migunderstood. Liberalit , we are inclined -to 


to 

x of this val- 

ley was called Tophet, from the Hebrew tophet, 
the fire stoves, in which we are told by some, the 
Jews burnt their children alive to the before nam- 
ed idol. The horrors of this idolatry are men- 


tioned in 8everal passages of scripture; in 2 -T: 4 
xXXiii, 10. 2 Chron. xxviii, .3. Jer. vii. 81, 32. 
The meaning of our Savior most probfbly was, 
when a man Cc d another of being 
other words an' from Jewish religion 
or of rebellion against God, and could not prove his 
charge, then he was exposed to that punishment, 
viz, burning alive, which the other must have euf- 
fered had the charge been proved true: 'This 
punishment he must euffer in hell, Gehenna or 
the valley7of Hinnom. Dr. Clark on this passage 
makes the following remarks, *'There are, three 
— of ER _ quay exceed "each other 
in their degrees of guilt. lst. Anger against a 
man, accompanied with some injurious act. -2dly. 
| expressed by the 10us epithet 
or shallow brains. 3dly. and mortal 
enmity, expressed by the term moreh, fool, or apos- 
te, where guch apostacy could not be proved. 
ow Pp nn Bo gr on tae Hh a hp 
three rent degrees of punishment, each ex- 
Cc the other in its severity, as the offences 


__ 
pes: each other in their 


it. 1s, the 5 
: who Es 


the council of frwenty- 
punishment of | 
ling. 2dly. the Sankedrin, or the great council 
who could infliet the ishment of toning 
3dly. the being burnt alve 'in the valley of the 
gon of Hinnom. 'This appears to be the meanin; 
of our Lord. We y with Dr. C 
in his explanation of this subject, and are fully 
convinced that our Lord had no more allusion to 
the affairs of another world, than we should have, 
if we should say, he that defames his neighbor, is 
in danger of the court, he that steals his neigh- 
bor's is in danger of the Supreme court, 
and he that robs his neighbor on the highway, is 
in danger of the gallows. | 
Jegus in this pagsage spake of things with which 
the Jews were well acquainted. y knew all 
about the judgme three— 


* 


nt or the court of 


to find 

in Deut. xxxii. 22. *Por a a 

anger, and shall burn unto the los 
is a fire whichris to burn to the lowest hell. The 
lowest hell is in this world, because David got into 
it and out of it in this world, and after he ot 
out, he gpake the pathetic words found in the 
P8alm; I will praise thee, O Lord, and glori- 

thy name forevermore, for great i 


a fool, or in' 


different de of 


1if there be any that do 


: 


© [cos and 


LIBERALITY. NO. 1.- 

The word which stands at the head of this ar- 
ticle, is in the mouth of almost every one who 
claims the respect of his fellow creatures, and 
Still 8eems to be not unfrequently misapplied, and 


think, has become the on of the times—the 
word, we opine, is no 1 a term of reproach 
but is one which the majority like to have a lied 
to their own opinions, feelings, and conduct. Time 
was, when to be thought liberal, was next to being 
rn agen one of bp wrt = A _— 80 NOW. 

eople are grieved—perhaps offende accused 
of laberatts, It is the rankest heterodoxy to be 
illiberal now-a-days. 

I am glad that it is 80. For when people be- 
come enamored with the name of a thing, there is 
reason to that they will, by and by, become 
fond of the thing itself. Not that I am disposed 
to insinuate that there are no truly —_ 
in the-world; but, though I may be acc il- 
liberality for saying it—there are none too many 
in this world of ours who are entitled to the a 
pellation ; yet there is hardly a bigot in the circle 
of my acquaintance but would be prieved to the 
heart, to be told that he is an illiberal man. And 
it is really curious that 80 many should be clam- 
-orous in their praises of liberality, while the ninety 
and nine have hardly ever been betrayed into an 
indulgence of any feelings of the kind. 

It is a mortifying reflection that the opposite of 
the virtue I am trying to illustrate—for hberality 
18 & virtue—4s not confined to any one denomina- 
tion, or class of men. And it is a cause of not a 
little uneasiness,that we cannot apply the remedy 
of this mental, or moral, or ralenl disease, 
whichever it may be, without, being/constantly ex- 


. |posed to the danger of becoming" illiberal our- 


selves. We look around u the world to see 
in this respect, and 
have together become unprofitable 
to seize the first weapons we can lay 
upon, and, m the exuberance of our 
wrath, regolve upon driving illiberality out of the 
world by force of arms, and, alas! too often with 
malice aforethought. 
I have at this moment in my mind's eye an-old 
friend, who, if his word upon honor may be re- 
lied upon, is an exgnodingey liberal man. Should 
you lisp a single doubt of that fact, you would 
tans ons beyond —_ ca is — 
preaching up the necessity.of being liberal ; an 
as often as he prays, he requests the Almighty to 
render his e conducive to the eternal destruc- 
of *all itableness.. No man hving is more 
honest than he. He verily thinks he 1s liberal 
almost to a fault. But you would be amused to 
whom he imagines to be 
less liberal than himself. He not unfrequently 
becomes extremely warm in harp” fret maledic- 
tions —_ a grace hardened and ih commu- 
nity. You would be half persuaded that his de- 
Sire for a radical reform, in this would lead 
him into the extreme of 8everity, in order to bring 
it about. And it was hinted, not long ago, by one 
of his nei brig teneonnoerer eee 
tually heard to are, that certain persons, w 
wn often entreated to abandon their prej- 
'embrace the esgentials of his 
and had hardened their necks, were rone too good 


finding that 
we are 
our han 


4 


| to be consigned to the devil. 


WW 


We do not 80 much- wonder that 8ome E r8ons,. 
who make a virtue of adhering to certain Stein es 
and a particular creed, become as illiberal in their 
feelings, as in. their views 'and. belief. - But it is 
gurprizing that those who have obtained just views 
of God and his government, and who really seem 
to admire liberality, 8hould unconsciously fall into 
the error under consideration, by adopting mea- 
gures for its eradication,which, in themselves are 
destructive of the prosperity of the cause whose 
interests they are anxious to subserve. 

I caution the reader against supposing that the 
foregoing remark is intended exclusively for the 
benefit of our Unitarian friends—they are no more 
entitled to an application of it than either of the 
other denominations. And. besides, it cannot be 
presumed that I am writing for their benefit, since 
not one.in a thousand of them will honor us with 
a candid hearing. I do believe that our own 
brethren need a friendly hint upon these matters ; 
ant this article is as much designed for their good 
as for that of others. 'The fact is—and we may as 
. 'well confess as deny it—as a denomination we are 
not, in this respect far in advance of others. And 
that is eaying a good deal to our own <disparage- 
ment. -For the whole christian world is far—very 
far, behind the gpirit of our religion. - And as for the 
unchristian portion of 8ociety, those belonging to 
that class are 80 illiberal in, their feelings and con- 
duct towards all who are not as liberal as. them- 
- - gelves, that we may almost despair of their refor- 

mation. ! + 64S 

This, as will be perceived, is a fruitful gubject ; 
and- thinking - that a few friendly  obseryations, 
from time to time, may be of sogne gervice to our 
readers, I have marked this. as the first of a.series 
_ of brief axticles, intended to point opt, and cor- 
_ rect, certain errors, and 'to illustrate and” recom- 
mend the. virtue of liberality. Ls. S. E. 
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THE GLEANER. ' 
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Under this general head, it is our intention- to 
place articles which may be thought of peculiar 
interest, selected from the writings of eminent 
Universalists, that they may be preseryed, and 
put into the hands of those who may come after 
us, It is thought that we cannot in any way 
more effectually subserve the interests, or con- 
duce to the edification of our readers. Much 
.that is intrinsically excellent may in this way 
be 8natched from oblivion, inagmuch as many 
interesting facts and arguments called forth by 
the exigencies of by-gone times, or elicited by 
the plinge bf mind with mind under pecuhar 
circumstances, would be likely to be lost, were 
not some such plan adopted; and as our paper is 
convenient for binding, we flatter ourselves that 
this measure may be productive of a good effect. - 

WRITINGS OF 'THOMAS GROSS. 
Comparatively few of our denomination are ac- 
quainted with the writings of the aged father in 
our Israel, whoge name 8tands- at the head of this 


article. And yet there are not many, in our hum- | 


ble apprehension, who have written better in de- 
fence of our sentiments. It is our present inten- 
tion to gather up as many of his pieces as can be | 
| found, and rescue them from oblivion by insertiggg- 


- | field of labor, in which he had disti 
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| x Gn made known the c 
ma" in” his sentiments, and by 80 'doing,; drew 
own upon himself not a little persecution. Find- 
ing himself unpleasantly situated among his quan- 
dam brethren, he remoyed into Broome County, 
'N, Y. and then took charge of a respectable lite- 
rary institution, preaching in the mean time where- 
ever the Lord opened a door. From there he re- 
moved to Williams- Ville, Erie Co. N. Y. where he 
was called to mourn the loss of his third wife. 'In 
the winter of .1823 he was induced to take up his 
residence at Buffalo, and commence a religious 
paper, entitled the Gospel Advocate, which hav- 
ing passed through several hands became, at the 
end of the seventh year” of its existence, united 
with the Evangelical Magazine, now published at 
Utica, and conducted by Brs. Skinner and Grosh, 
As early as the year. 1823, Mr. Gross became 
unable- to preach, in ' consequence of an unfortu- 
nate. affection of his yoice, This was a misfor- 
tune which he and his friends deeply lamented, 
as it, deprived: him of the privilege which be pri- 
zed above all others, that of ding the . 
trine of -a common immortalit , and his friendg 
and the public of his valuable labors. But there 
remained one gource of comfort and satisfaction 
—he could write, and through the medium-of the 
Gospe tg wa gend wires _ ye the 
uctions of a highly cultivated, and still pow- 
erful and discrimi pry divine | ne 
dence 8aw fit to deprive -him of that privilege also. 
In the course of two years and a half, his nerves 
became 80 much pt that he wrote with 
great difficulty, and feeling. that the infirmities of 
age were already upon hun, he retired <F ww 
ean = 
8elf, and now lives, it is believed, on a 8mall farm 
in the town of Clarence, N. Y. | 
We bespeak the attention of our readers to the 
pieces from his pen which it 1s our intention to 
lay before them... 'They' will find in them much 
to interest and instruct thejinquiring mind. 'There 
is a method, and a .in all his arguments— 
'there-is no waste of words; ng.attempt. to adorn 
the truth ; but he presents it to the mind in a sim- 
ple style: and manner, and then leaves it to do its 


| 


} | work upon the-heart and understanding, as if con- 


scious of..its native power, and. benign influence. 
It may be necessary to throw in, now: and then, 
an explanatory remark ; and we may take the lib- 
erty ho leave out a py —_— in 8ome of the 
articles, on account of its being unnecessary to go 
over all the ground he. ied 3. but the mw 
%tance of each will be carefully preserved. 'The 
first, is the 8ubstance of his introductory addre 

in the first number of the Gospel Advocate, bear- 
ing date Jan, 17, 1823. bez ehup ors 


| TRUTH AN IMMUTABLE PRINCIPLE. 


. TroTH is a term in the 8ingular number but 
contains a complex idea, in which a multitude of 
truths are uae why and Do that they con- 
Stitute a complete 8ystem, which is designed, -in 
infinite wisdom, to effect a rabry 


them in the Universalist, preceeded by the follow- 
ing brief sketch of his history. | a 


- | for the display of the moral character 0 
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the Scot his creatures. 'This system, anc 


hends the great plan of divine wisdom and g 
and is, emphatically, a, Sas: TRUTH. us: 
our Savior 8aid; John xviii. 87. *'To this end:was I 
, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness to the truth : every one 
that is of the truth heareth wy voice. So also, 
John, viii. 40, * But now. ye 8eek to kill me, a man 
that hath told you the truth. which I have heard of 
God.” 80, als, Paul, 1. Tim. ii. 4. *Who will 
have-all men: to be gaved, and come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth,” In other places it is differently 
hrased, though the same idea is manifested. 
hus our Sayor, John xvi. 13. * Howbeit, when 
he the spirit of truth is come, he will guide you 
into-alltruth.' And in another place, —* He will 
teach you all things. . 'Thus * truth, or *the truth” 
comprehends all truths, everygtruth, and all things. 
Truth, then, mnst be 80 important in itself, and 
80 beneficial in its consequences, that he who de- 
sires to obtain it should have the zeal of one who 
8eeks for silyer, and 8earches for it as forghidden 
treasure; and that his zeal may. not Ad him 
astray, he\8hould be guided by candor and impar- 
tiality. He who thus seeks: will find. So Prov. 
11.,3—0, © Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and 


liftest 4. thy voice for understanding : if thou 


seekest her as 8ilver, and searchest for her as: for 
hidden .treasure, then .shalt, thou understand the 
fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” 
Such knowledge is eternal life.” But where there 
is neither zeal, candor, nor impartiality in seekirig, 
truth, the delightful object, will be forgotten ; in- 
fidels will be confirmed in infidelity, the. igno- 
rant remain.as they were, and serious and devout 
minds regret that 80 araiable a cause ghould be 
thus abandoned. | 
We-'are convinced that the important thin 

which ought to be known by mankind, is truth. It 
is by the truth that Christ makes us free ; and this 
freedom is impartial, for it is freedom indeed: 


Remember my: son that men: do not ride to 
happiness ina car' of gold.. - Aﬀuence, as far as 
it wy ge reasonable wants of its possess0r, 
and is di d in alleviating the sufferings of 


the wy Gs promotgs happiness; but ty van | 


this it has no charms, neither are those who have 
the greatest facilites of supplying wants exclu- 
8vely happy, but those 'who' have the fewest 


wants; and 'those guch, as are the most easily |P! 


8upplied. Whatever may be'the cicumstances of 
hutnan life, whether surrounded by all of the en- 
ticing luxuries of wealth, or exalted to the very 
pinnacle of power and fame, if the-mind- be not 
cultivated and refined, and exalted above the 
OY II of sensual gratification, it can 


never be happy.” 


"The mind controls all our actions and ener- 
gies; these constitute. the basis and-structure of 


our characters, and in these may be traced the 


various features..of the mind with all its innate” 
properties. - ''The: faculty of discrimination, or of 
Judgment, should'be-made to control the 

of our passions ; not that it 8hould have an abso- 
lute dominion over-them; but it should wield an 
influence 'oyer them-Hlike that which -the suwn has 
upon the 8olar system, »restraigiing - the | planets 
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ese numerous truths united, compre- | 


within their orbits, without attracting them to its 
burning #phere, where they would be withered 
and destroyed. 


A woRD OF ENCOURAGEMENT... It will gratify 
our readers to learn that we have received assur- 
ances from 8everal ladies of fine literary qualifica- 
tions, that they will contribute to our - columns. 
Motives of delicacy induce us to withhold their 
names for the present ; though we are proud of 
being considered worthy of encouragement from 
persons 80 well qualified to render our paper high- 
ly interesting, especially to our female readers. 

Br. Andrews, of Hartford, will accept of our 
thanks for his very interesting article which ap- 

___ in our last paper. We hope to hear from 

often. x 

The communication received through the Post 
Office signed * Apollos' is well written, and is un- 
der consideration. We have but one objection to 
publishing it; and that is the want of any knowl- 
edge of the author's name. We mean to. deal 
openly and honorably with our correspondents, and 
also with our readers ;'and hence Ng adopted 
the resolution that no communication shall be 1n- 
gerted hereafter, unless the writer has sufficient 
confidence in us to give-us his real name. - If he 
| wishes his name withheld, we can keep it inviola- 
bly secret ; and if *Apollos? will favor us with a 
line, or with a personal interview, he will find us 
grateful for the favor. | 
- We would: say to our correspondents, onee for 
all, that articles for this: paper must be. free from 
personalities, and at ement with the genius 
and gpirit of the gospel.  We- cannot consent to 
 foster a taste in our denomination that will be sat- 
isfied with nothing but vulgarity, or abuse of other 

denominations. - We hope to be found deservin 
of respect ourselves, and that we may, we intend 
to treat others with respect. . If any withhold the 
civilities that christianity. encourages and re- 
quires, they may rest assured that we cannot. stoop 
to the work of castigating them. We hope our 
corregpondents will govern themselves accord- 
ingly. / Eps. 


md. 


RELIGION IN AMESBURY. 


We- have received a letter from a'highly re- 
gpected friend in Amesbury, informing us that the 
recent efforts to produce; an-excitement in that 
ace, have contributed not, a little to the pros 


__ — 


I- 
ty of truth.  Itis ge Y 80. Religiousitre op 


zy cannot last long; and people.on'returning to a 
Sober exercise of reason, will be yery likely to 8ee 
the truth, and embrace it. We take this occasion 
to observe, that our'friends in different places, too 
often get excited themselves, on witnessing the 
pecuhar ment of revivalists. While: 80me 


are alarmed about their eternal interests, others . 
become apprehensive that the present interests of 
Society are in jeopardy. Now if we could: make 
the readers of this paper beheve that 'our advice 
is for anything, we would entreat them al- 
bets yo keep cool, until'the whirlwind and-storm 
np? net by. There will be time enough then 
to gather up.the jewels. We know that it requires 
a good degree of equanimity to enable one to with- 
stand a * whirlwind of moral degolation,* but a-de- 


cided advantage will be gained by letting our 
moderation Bo rar to bit ed, IB Be 
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ments of earth may cheat, hope till clings. to us 


* 4 


79 
HOPE. 


As the influence of the gun upon the earth; or| - 
n | 


the Ugnt of the moon upon the kness of ni 
80 18 

the spirits when dumned by disappointments, and 
chilled by the cold touch of despair, It is {ny es 
of heaven to 1 and serves as a faithful pilot to 


guide him through the dark avenues of 


nor | 
ever 8hrinks from the _ dit. Mankind 
800 


are all inspired by this r of anxious toil 
—it is coeval with our creation, and as lasting as 
our existence. In childhood it amuses; in youthit+ 


encourages and animates; in manhood it prom- | 
ll Canprng wa and more' eminent. dis- | ; 
tinctions z in the declivity of life, it strengthens | 
and gupports—it strews roses on our pathway to |. 


18es greate 


the tomb, and although the pleasures and allure- 


with enthusiastic fondness ; nor does it wane with 
the decline of our existence, * but travels through 
nor quits us when we die.” Sweet harbinger of 
joy! Life without thee,- were a world without 
light—a deathlike 80ng—a frightful dream! Where 
could we flee in adversity but to thee ? When 
gorrow and 8adness pour upon us hike a mighty del- 
uge—when grief corrodes within the breast—when 
cares perplex the mind and, disappointments bring 


their train of melancholy, or despair fixes her, tal- 


ons deep upon the heart ; it _— alone that can 
light up the dark you of life, and bear us up from 
shrinking under the heavy hand of affliction. - A 
well founded hope, presents the future, illuminat- 
ed by its-own unfading radiance ; it refers us to a, 
nobler world than this—to the beautiful shores of 
immortality z and when the last conyulsive throb 
of _— m_ to. beat ary arc ng _—_ hope 
with radiant finger points to re of everlasting 
felicity, and joys unspeakable.—Lagies' Mirror. 


BEAUTIFUL EXTRACT, 


I 'saw & mourner, standing at eventide over 
the grave of one dearest to him on earth. 'The 
memory of joys. that were past came crowding 
on his 8oul. * And is this,* 8aid he, * all that re- 
mains of one $0 loved and 80 lovely? I call, but 
no, voice  angwers. Oh! my loved one will not 
hear! O Death! inexorable Death! what hast 
thou done! Let me-lie down and forget my sor- 
rows it the slumber of the grave.” 

While he thought thus in y, the gentle form 
of Christianity came by, bade him look upward, 
and to the eye of. faith the heavens were F 


ppointed 
come.* And he returned to the duties of life, no | 


longer 8orrowing as those who have no hope. 


3] 
ope to the soul, It 18 hope that enkindles 


© GOD THE SALVATION OP HIS PEOPLE.” We' have 
received u dis og this tide from the h 


She was my idol. —-N 
The fine _ | 


Musing of her—and dew with mournſul tears 
The little robes that once with woman's pride 
I , as if there were a need to deck 
had made 80 beautiful. I start— 
IN IIA INND. Gere 0qmes 
d, and breathe the accustom*'d words, 
þ uh » dearest 


| —Gone to God! 
Be 8till, my heart!—what could a mother*s prayer, 
In all its wildest ecstacy of hope, -  - - 
Azk for its darling like the bliss of heaven? _ 


Bulwer puts the following into the mouth of Br. B. 


er, and indy being 8colded for gar- 

casm, I was f do "STARE f ON I, be 
was 88 much.a torment to others as I was tor- 

mented myself, 'The 8ecret of all this was, I y 


one of his heroes, *As I grew older I 8&w my pow- 
6g pg þ vob 


unhappy, Nobody loved me—I felt it to my heart | pi 


